
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 

Millburn Public Schools 

 

ACTION ITEM 

October 19, 2009 

 

To:  Board of Education Members 

From:  Ellen E. Mauer, PhD 

Subject:  Board Policy Adoptions 

 

Proposed Action by the Board of Education 

Approve the second reading and adopt Board Policies as listed below.   

Background 

 We have 9 policies this time for approval.  Some were from the 
September 21st meeting and some were from the October 7th meeting.  They 
are attached for your review and are as follows: 

Students 7:130 Student Rights & Responsibilities 
Students 7:190 Student Discipline 
Students 7:200 Suspension Procedures 
Students 7:210 Expulsion Procedures 
Students 7:220 Bus Conduct 
School Board 2:20 Powers & Duties of the School Board 
School Board 2:220 Types of School Board Meetings 
School Board 2:240 Board Policy Development 
General School Administration 3:30 Chain of Command  
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Students 

Student Rights and Responsibilities  

All students are entitled to enjoy the rights protected by the U.S. and Illinois Constitutions and laws 
for persons of their age and maturity in a school setting.  These rights include the right to voluntarily 
engage in individually initiated, non-disruptive prayer that, consistent with the Free Exercise and 
Establishment Clauses of the U.S. and Illinois Constitutions, is not sponsored, promoted, or endorsed 
in any manner by the school or any school employee.  Students should exercise these rights 
reasonably and avoid violating the rights of others.  Students who violate the rights of others or 
violate District policies or rules will be subject to disciplinary measures. 

LEGAL REF.: 20 U.S.C. §7904. 
105 ILCS 20/5. 
Tinker v. Des Moines Independent School District, 89 S.Ct. 733 (1969). 

CROSS REF.: 7:140 (Search and Seizure), 7:150 (Agency and Police Interviews), 7:160 
(Student Appearance), 7:190 (Student Discipline) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADOPTED:  October 19, 2009 
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Students 

Student Discipline  

Prohibited Student Conduct 

The school administration is authorized to discipline students for gross disobedience or misconduct, 
including but not limited to: 

1. Using, possessing, distributing, purchasing, or selling tobacco materials.  

2. Using, possessing, distributing, purchasing, or selling alcoholic beverages.  Students who are 
under the influence of an alcoholic beverage are not permitted to attend school or school 
functions and are treated as though they had alcohol in their possession. 

3. Using, possessing, distributing, purchasing, or selling: 
a. Any illegal drug, controlled substance, or cannabis (including marijuana and hashish).  
b. Any anabolic steroid not administered under a physician’s care and supervision.  
c. Any prescription drug when not prescribed for the student by a licensed physician or 

when used in a manner inconsistent with the prescription or prescribing physician’s 
instructions. 

d. Any inhalant, regardless of whether it contains an illegal drug or controlled substance:  
(a) that a student believes is, or represents to be capable of, causing intoxication, 
hallucination, excitement, or dulling of the brain or nervous system; or (b) about which 
the student engaged in behavior that would lead a reasonable person to believe that the 
student intended the inhalant to cause intoxication, hallucination, excitement, or dulling 
of the brain or nervous system.  The prohibition in this section does not apply to a 
student’s use of asthma or other legally prescribed inhalant medications. 

e. “Look-alike” or counterfeit drugs, including a substance not containing an illegal drug or 
controlled substance, but one:  (a) that a student believes to be, or represents to be, an 
illegal drug or controlled substance; or (b) about which a student engaged in behavior that 
would lead a reasonable person to believe that the student expressly or impliedly 
represented to be an illegal drug or controlled substance.  

f. Drug paraphernalia, including devices that are or can be used to:  (a) ingest, inhale, or 
inject cannabis or controlled substances into the body; and (b) grow, process, store, or 
conceal cannabis or controlled substances.  

Students who are under the influence of any prohibited substance are not permitted to attend 
school or school functions and are treated as though they had the prohibited substance, as 
applicable, in their possession. 

4. Using, possessing, controlling, or transferring a weapon in violation of the “weapons” section 
of this policy. 

5. Using or possessing an electronic paging device.  Using a cellular telephone, video recording 
device, personal digital assistant (PDA), or other electronic device in any manner that 
disrupts the educational environment or violates the rights of others, including using the 
device to take photographs in locker rooms or bathrooms, cheat, or otherwise violate student 
conduct rules.  Unless otherwise banned under this policy or by the Building Principal, all 
electronic devices must be kept powered-off and out-of-sight during the regular school day 
unless:  (a) the supervising teacher grants permission; (b) use of the device is provided in a 
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student’s individualized education program (IEP); or (c) it is needed in an emergency that 
threatens the safety of students, staff, or other individuals.  

6. Using or possessing a laser pointer unless under a staff member’s direct supervision and in 
the context of instruction. 

7. Disobeying rules of student conduct or directives from staff members or school officials.  
Examples of disobeying staff directives include refusing a District staff member’s request to 
stop, present school identification, or submit to a search. 

8. Engaging in academic dishonesty, including cheating, intentionally plagiarizing, wrongfully 
giving or receiving help during an academic examination, and wrongfully obtaining test 
copies or scores. 

9. Engaging in hazing or any kind of bullying or aggressive behavior that does physical or 
psychological harm to another or any urging of other students to engage in such 
conduct. Prohibited conduct includes any use of violence, force, noise, coercion, threats, 
intimidation, fear, harassment, hazing, or other comparable conduct.  

10. Causing or attempting to cause damage to, or stealing or attempting to steal, school property 
or another person’s personal property. 

11. Being absent without a recognized excuse; State law and School Board policy regarding 
truancy control will be used with chronic and habitual truants.  

12. Being involved with any public school fraternity, sorority, or secret society, by:  (a) being a 
member; (b) promising to join; (c) pledging to become a member; or (d) soliciting any other 
person to join, promise to join, or be pledged to become a member.  

13. Being involved in gangs or gang-related activities, including displaying gang symbols or 
paraphernalia.  

14. Violating any criminal law, including but not limited to, assault, battery, arson, theft, 
gambling, eavesdropping, and hazing. 

15. Engaging in any activity, on or off campus, that interferes with, disrupts, or adversely affects 
the school environment, school operations, or an educational function, including but not 
limited to, conduct that may reasonably be considered to:  (a) be a threat or an attempted 
intimidation of a staff member; or (b) endanger the health or safety of students, staff, or 
school property.  

For purposes of this policy, the term “possession” includes having control, custody, or care, currently 
or in the past, of an object or substance, including situations in which the item is:  (a) on the student’s 
person; (b) contained in another item belonging to, or under the control of, the student, such as in the 
student’s clothing, backpack, or automobile; (c) in a school’s student locker, desk, or other school 
property; or (d) at any location on school property or at a school-sponsored event.  

Efforts, including the use of early intervention and progressive discipline, shall be made to deter 
students, while at school or a school-related event, from engaging in aggressive behavior that may 
reasonably produce physical or physiological harm to someone else.  The Superintendent or designee 
shall ensure that the parent/guardian of a student who engages in aggressive behavior is notified of 
the incident.  The failure to provide such notification does not limit the Board’s authority to impose 
discipline, including suspension or expulsion, for such behavior. 

No disciplinary action shall be taken against any student that is based totally or in part on the refusal 
of the student’s parent/guardian to administer or consent to the administration of psychotropic or 
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psychostimulant medication to the student. The grounds for disciplinary action, including those 
described more thoroughly later in this policy, apply whenever the student’s conduct is reasonably 
related to school or school activities, including but not limited to:  

1. On, or within sight of, school grounds before, during, or after school hours or at any time; 

2. Off school grounds at a school-sponsored activity or event, or any activity or event that bears 
a reasonable relationship to school; 

3. Traveling to or from school or a school activity, function, or event; or 

4. Anywhere, if the conduct interferes with, disrupts, or adversely affects the school 
environment, school operations, or an educational function, including but not limited to, 
conduct that may reasonably be considered to:  (a) be a threat or an attempted intimidation of 
a staff member; or (b) endanger the health or safety of students, staff, or school property.  

Disciplinary Measures  

Disciplinary measures may include:  

1. Disciplinary conference. 

2. Withholding of privileges. 

3. Seizure of contraband. 

4. Suspension from school and all school activities for up to 10 days, provided that appropriate 
procedures are followed.  A suspended student is prohibited from being on school grounds. 

5. Suspension of bus riding privileges, provided that appropriate procedures are followed.  

Expulsion from school and all school-sponsored activities and events for a definite time period 
not to exceed 2 calendar years, provided that the appropriate procedures are followed. An 
expelled student is prohibited from being on school grounds.  

6. Notifying juvenile authorities or other law enforcement whenever the conduct involves illegal 
drugs (controlled substances), “look-alikes,” alcohol, or weapons. 

7. Notifying parents/guardians. 

8. Temporary removal from the classroom. 

9. In-school suspension for a period not to exceed 5 school days.  The Building Principal or 
designee shall ensure that the student is properly supervised. After-school study or Saturday 
study provided the student’s parent/guardian has been notified.  If transportation 
arrangements cannot be agreed upon, an alternative disciplinary measure must be used.  The 
student must be supervised by the detaining teacher or the Building Principal or designee. 

10. Community service with local public and nonprofit agencies that enhances community efforts 
to meet human, educational, environmental, or public safety needs.  The District will not 
provide transportation. School administration shall use this option only as an alternative to 
another disciplinary measure giving the student and/or parent/guardian the choice. 

A student who is subject to suspension or expulsion may be eligible for transfer to an alternative 
school program.  

Corporal punishment shall not be used.  Corporal punishment is defined as slapping, paddling, or 
prolonged maintenance of students in physically painful positions, or intentional infliction of bodily 
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harm.  Corporal punishment does not include reasonable force as needed to maintain safety for 
students, staff, or other persons, or for the purpose of self-defense or defense of property.  

Weapons 

A student who uses, possesses, controls, or transfers a weapon, or any other object that can 
reasonably be considered, or looks like, a weapon, shall be expelled for at least one calendar year, but 
no more than 2 calendar years.  The Superintendent may modify the expulsion period and the Board 
may modify the Superintendent’s determination, on a case-by-case basis.  A “weapon” means 
possession, use, control, or transfer of:  (1) any gun, rifle, shotgun, a weapon as defined by Section 
921 of Title 18, United States Code, firearm as defined in Section 1.1 of the Firearm Owners 
Identification Act, or use of a weapon as defined in Section 24-1 of the Criminal Code; (2) any other 
object if used or attempted to be used to cause bodily harm, including but not limited to, knives, brass 
knuckles, billy clubs; or (3) “look-alikes” of any weapon as defined above.  Any item, such as a 
baseball bat, pipe, bottle, lock, stick, pencil, and pen, is considered to be a weapon if used or 
attempted to be used to cause bodily harm. The Superintendent or designee may grant an exception to 
this policy, upon the prior request of an adult supervisor, for students in theatre, cooking, ROTC, 
martial arts, and similar programs, whether or not school-sponsored, provided the item is not 
equipped, nor intended, to do bodily harm.  

Required Notices 

A school staff member shall immediately notify the office of the Building Principal in the event that 
he or she:  (1) observes any person in possession of a firearm on or around school grounds; however, 
such action may be delayed if immediate notice would endanger students under his or her 
supervision, (2) observes or has reason to suspect that any person on school grounds is or was 
involved in a drug-related incident, or (3) observes a battery committed against any staff member. 
Upon receiving such a report, the Building Principal or designee shall immediately notify the local 
law enforcement agency, State Police, and any involved student’s parent/guardian.  “School grounds” 
includes modes of transportation to school activities and any public way within 1000 feet of the 
school, as well as school property itself. 

Delegation of Authority 

Each teacher, and any other school personnel when students are under his or her charge, is authorized 
to impose any disciplinary measure, other than suspension, expulsion, corporal punishment or in-
school suspension, that is appropriate and in accordance with the policies and rules on student 
discipline.  Teachers, other certificated educational employees, and other persons providing a related 
service for or with respect to a student, may use reasonable force as needed to maintain safety for 
other students, school personnel, or other persons, or for the purpose of self-defense or defense of 
property.  Teachers may temporarily remove students from a classroom for disruptive behavior.  

The Superintendent, Building Principal, Assistant Building Principal, or Dean of Students is 
authorized to impose the same disciplinary measures as teachers and may suspend students guilty of 
gross disobedience or misconduct from school (including all school functions) and from riding the 
school bus, up to 10 consecutive school days, provided the appropriate procedures are followed.  The 
Board may suspend a student from riding the bus in excess of 10 school days for safety reasons.  

Student Handbook 

The Superintendent, with input from the parent-teacher advisory committee,  shall prepare 
disciplinary rules implementing the District’s disciplinary policies.  These disciplinary rules shall be 
presented annually to the Board for its review and approval. 
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A student handbook, including the District disciplinary policies and rules, shall be distributed to the 
students’ parents/guardians within 15 days of the beginning of the school year or a student’s 
enrollment. 

LEGAL REF.: Gun-Free Schools Act, 20 U.S.C. §7151 et seq. 
Pro-Children Act of 1994, 20 U.S.C. §6081. 
105 ILCS 5/10-20.5b, 5/10-20.14, 5/10-20.28, 5/10-20.36, 5/10-21.7, 5/10-21.10, 

5/10-22.6, 5/10-27.1A, 5/10-27.1B, 5/24-24, 5/26-12, 5/27-23.7, and 5/31-3. 
23 Ill.Admin.Code §1.280. 

CROSS REF.: 2:240 (Board Policy Development), 5:230 (Maintaining Student Discipline), 
6:110 (Programs for Students At Risk of Academic Failure and/or Dropping Out 
of School and Graduation Incentives Program), 7:70 (Attendance and Truancy), 
7:130 (Student Rights and Responsibilities), 7:140 (Search and Seizure), 7:150 
(Agency and Police Interviews), 7:160 (Student Appearance), 7:170 
(Vandalism), 7:180 (Preventing Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment ), 7:200 
(Suspension Procedures), 7:210 (Expulsion Procedures), 7:220 (Bus Conduct), 
7:230 (Misconduct by Students with Disabilities), 7:240 (Conduct Code for 
Participants in Extracurricular Activities), 7:270 (Administering Medicines to 
Students), 7:310 (Restrictions on Publications and Written or Electronic 
Material), 8:30 (Visitors to and Conduct on School Property) 

ADOPTED: October 19, 2009 
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Students 

Suspension Procedures  

The Superintendent shall implement suspension procedures that provide, at a minimum, for the 
following:  

1. Before a student may be suspended, the student shall be provided a conference during which 
the charges will be explained and the student will be given an opportunity to respond to the 
charges. 

2. A pre-suspension conference is not required and the student can be immediately suspended 
when the student’s presence poses a continuing danger to persons or property or an ongoing 
threat of disruption to the educational process.  In such cases, the notice and conference shall 
follow as soon as practicable. 

3. Any suspension shall be reported immediately to the student’s parent(s)/guardian(s).  A 
written notice of the suspension shall state the reasons for the suspension, including any 
school rule that was violated, and a notice to the parent(s)/guardian(s) of their right to a 
review of the suspension.  A copy of a notice shall be given to the School Board. 

4. Upon request of the parent(s)/guardian(s), a review of the suspension shall be conducted by 
the Board or a hearing officer appointed by the Board.  At the review, the student’s 
parent(s)/guardian(s) may appear and discuss the suspension with the Board or its hearing 
officer and may be represented by counsel.  After presentation of the evidence or receipt of 
the hearing officer’s report, the Board shall take such action as it finds appropriate. 

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-22.6(b). 
Goss v. Lopez, 95 S.Ct. 729 (1975). 
Sieck v. Oak Park River-Forest High School, 807 F.Supp. 73 (N.D. Ill., E.D., 

1992). 

CROSS REF.: 7:130 (Student Rights and Responsibilities), 7:190 (Student Discipline) 

ADOPTED: October 19, 2009 
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Students 

Expulsion Procedures  

The Superintendent or designee shall implement expulsion procedures that provide, at a minimum, for 
the following:  

1. Before a student may be expelled, the student and his or her parent(s)/guardian(s) shall be 
provided a written request to appear at a hearing to determine whether the student should be 
expelled.  The request shall be sent by registered or certified mail, return receipt 
requested. The request should include:  
a. The reasons for the proposed expulsion as well as the conduct rule the student is charged 

with violating. 
b. The time, date, and place for the hearing. 
c. A short description of what will happen during the hearing. 
d. A statement indicating that The School Code allows the School Board to expel a student 

for a definite period of time not to exceed 2 calendar years, as determined on a case by 
case basis. 

e. A request that the student or parent(s)/guardian(s) inform the District if the student will 
be represented by an attorney and, if so, the attorney’s name. 

2. Unless the student and parent(s)/guardian(s) indicate that they do not want a hearing or fail to 
appear at the designated time and place, the hearing will proceed.  It shall be conducted by 
the School Board or a hearing officer appointed by it.  If a hearing officer is appointed, he or 
she shall report to the Board the evidence presented at the hearing and the Board shall take 
such final action as it finds appropriate. 

3. During the expulsion hearing, the Board or hearing officer shall hear evidence concerning 
whether the student is guilty of the gross disobedience or misconduct as charged.  The student 
and his or her parent(s)/guardian(s) may be represented by counsel, offer evidence, present 
witnesses, cross-examine witnesses who testified, and otherwise present reasons why the 
student should not be expelled.  After presentation of the evidence or receipt of the hearing 
officer’s report, the Board shall decide the issue of guilt and take such action as it finds 
appropriate. 

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-22.6(a). 
Goss v. Lopez, 95 S.Ct. 729 (1975). 

CROSS REF.: 7:130 (Student Rights and Responsibilities), 7:190 (Student Discipline), 7:200 
(Suspension Procedures), 7:230, (Misconduct by Students with Disabilities) 

ADOPTED: October 19, 2009 
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Students 

Bus Conduct  

All students must follow the District’s School Bus Safety Guidelines.  The Superintendent, or any 
designee as permitted in The School Code, is authorized to suspend a student from riding the school 
bus for up to 10 consecutive school days for engaging in gross disobedience or misconduct, including 
but not limited to, the following: 

1. Prohibited student conduct as defined in School Board policy, 7:190, Student Discipline. 
2. Willful injury or threat of injury to a bus driver or to another rider. 
3. Willful and/or repeated defacement of the bus. 
4. Repeated use of profanity. 
5. Repeated willful disobedience of a directive from a bus driver or other supervisor. 
6. Such other behavior as the Superintendent or designee deems to threaten the safe operation of 

the bus and/or its occupants. 
If a student is suspended from riding the bus for gross disobedience or misconduct on a bus, the 
School Board may suspend the student from riding the school bus for a period in excess of 10 days 
for safety reasons.  The District’s regular suspension procedures shall be used to suspend a student’s 
privilege to ride a school bus.  

Electronic Recordings on School Buses  

Electronic visual and audio recordings may be used on school buses to monitor conduct and to 
promote and maintain a safe environment for students and employees when transportation is provided 
for any school related activity.  Notice of electronic recordings shall be displayed on the exterior of 
the vehicle’s entrance door and front interior bulkhead in compliance with State law and the rules of 
the Illinois Department of Transportation, Division of Traffic Safety.  

Students are prohibited from tampering with electronic recording devices.  Students who violate this 
policy shall be disciplined in accordance with the Board’s discipline policy and shall reimburse the 
School District for any necessary repairs or replacement. 

The content of the electronic recordings are student records and are subject to District policy and 
procedure concerning school student records; such recordings are exempt from the Eavesdropping 
Act.  Only those people with a legitimate educational or administrative purpose may view and/or 
listen to the electronic video and/or audio recordings.  If the content of an electronic recording 
becomes the subject of a student disciplinary hearing, it will be treated like other evidence in the 
proceeding. 
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LEGAL REF.: Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. §1232g; 34 C.F.R. Part 99. 
105 ILCS 5/10-20.14, 5/10-22.6, and 10/1 et seq. 
720 ILCS 5/14-3(m). 

CROSS REF.: 4:110 (Transportation), 4:170 (Safety), 7:130 (Student Rights and 
Responsibilities), 7:170 (Vandalism), 7:190 (Student Discipline), 7:200 
(Suspension Procedures), 7:340 (Student Records) 

ADMIN. PROC.: 4:170-AP3 (School Bus Safety Rules) 

 

 

ADOPTED:  October 19, 2009 
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School Board 

Powers and Duties of the School Board  

The powers and duties of the School Board generally include: 

1. Formulating, adopting, and modifying Board policies, at its sole discretion, subject only to 
mandatory collective bargaining agreements and State and federal law.  

2. Employing a Superintendent and other personnel, making employment decisions, and 
dismissing personnel.  

3. Directing, through policy, the Superintendent, in his or her charge of the District’s 
administration.  

4. Approving the annual budget, tax levies, major expenditures, payment of obligations, annual 
audit, and other aspects of the District’s financial operation.  

5. Entering contracts using the public bidding procedure when required.  

6. Providing, constructing, controlling, supervising, and maintaining adequate physical 
facilities.  

7. Approving the curriculum, textbooks, and educational services.  

8. Evaluating the educational program and approving School Improvement and District 
Improvement Plans when they are required to be developed or revised.  

9. Establishing and supporting student discipline policies designed to maintain an environment 
conducive to learning, including hearing individual student suspension or expulsion cases 
brought before it.  

10. Establishing attendance units within the District and assigning students to the schools.  

11. Establishing the school year.  

12. Visiting District facilities.  

13. Providing student transportation services.  

14. Entering into joint agreements with other boards to establish cooperative educational 
programs or provide educational facilities.  

15. Complying with requirements in the Abused and Neglected Child Reporting Act. 
Specifically, each individual Board member must, if an allegation is raised to the member 
during an open or closed Board meeting that a student is an abused child as defined in the 
Act, direct or cause the Board to direct the Superintendent or other equivalent school 
administrator to comply with the Act’s requirements concerning the reporting of child abuse.  

16. Communicating the schools’ activities and operations to the community and representing the 
needs and desires of the community in educational matters. 
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LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/2-3.25d, 5/10-1 et seq., 5/17-1, and 5/27-1. 
115 ILCS 5/1 et seq. 
325 ILCS 5/4. 

CROSS REF.: 1:10 (School District Legal Status), 2:10 (School District Governance), 2:80 
(Board Member Oath and Conduct), 2:240 (Board Policy Development), 5:90 
(Abused and Neglected Child Reporting) 

 
 

ADOPTED:   October 19, 2009 
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School Board 

Types of School Board Meetings  

General 

For all meetings of the School Board and its committees, the Superintendent or designee shall satisfy 
all notice and posting requirements contained herein as well as in the Open Meetings Act.  This shall 
include mailing meeting notifications to news media that have officially requested them and to others 
as approved by the Board.  Unless otherwise specified, all meetings are held in the District’s main 
learning resource center.  Board policy 2:220, School Board Meeting Procedure, governs meeting 
quorum requirements. 

Regular Meetings 

The Board announces the time and place for its regular meetings at the beginning of each fiscal year.  
The Superintendent shall prepare and make available the calendar of regular Board meetings. Meeting 
dates may be changed with 10 days’ notice in accordance with State law.  

A meeting agenda shall be posted at the District’s main office and the building in which the Board of 
Education meets, or other location where the meeting is to be held, at least 48 hours before the 
meeting.  Items not specifically on the agenda may still be considered during the meeting.  

Closed Meetings 

The Board and Board committees may meet in a closed meeting to consider the following subjects: 

1. The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of 
specific employees of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing 
testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of the public body or against legal 
counsel for the public body to determine its validity.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1). 

2. Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their 
representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of 
employees.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(2). 

3. The selection of a person to fill a public office, as defined in the Open Meetings Act, 
including a vacancy in a public office, when the public body is given power to appoint under 
law or ordinance, or the discipline, performance or removal of the occupant of a public office, 
when the public body is given power to remove the occupant under law or ordinance.  5 ILCS 
120/2(c)(3). 

4. Evidence or testimony presented in open hearing, or in closed hearing where specifically 
authorized by law, to a quasi-adjudicative body, as defined in the Open Meetings Act, 
provided that the body prepares and makes available for public inspection a written decision 
setting forth its determinative reasoning.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(4). 

5. The purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body, including meetings held 
for the purpose of discussing whether a particular parcel should be acquired.  5 ILCS 
120/2(c)(5). 

6. The setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body.  5 ILCS 
120/2(c)(6). 
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7. The sale or purchase of securities, investments, or investment contracts.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(7). 

8. Security procedures and the use of personnel and equipment to respond to an actual, a 
threatened, or a reasonably potential danger to the safety of employees, students, staff, the 
public, or public property.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(8). 

9. Student disciplinary cases.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(9). 

10. The placement of individual students in special education programs and other matters relating 
to individual students.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(10). 

11. Litigation, when an action against, affecting or on behalf of the particular public body has 
been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body 
finds that an action is probable or imminent, in which case the basis for the finding shall be 
recorded and entered into the minutes of the closed meeting.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(11). 

12. The establishment of reserves or settlement of claims as provided in the Local Governmental 
and Governmental Employees Tort Immunity Act, if otherwise the disposition of a claim or 
potential claim might be prejudiced, or the review or discussion of claims, loss or risk 
management information, records, data, advice or communications from or with respect to 
any insurer of the public body or any intergovernmental risk management association or self 
insurance pool of which the public body is a member.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(12). 

13. Self-evaluation, practices and procedures or professional ethics, when meeting with a 
representative of a statewide association of which the public body is a member.  5 ILCS 
120/2(c)(16). 

14. Discussion of minutes of meetings lawfully closed under the Open Meetings Act, whether for 
purposes of approval by the body of the minutes or semi-annual review of the minutes as 
mandated by Section 2.06.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(21). 

The Board may hold a closed meeting, or close a portion of a meeting, by a majority vote of a 
quorum, taken at an open meeting.  The vote of each Board member present, and the reason for the 
closed meeting, will be publicly disclosed at the time of the meeting and clearly stated in the motion 
and the meeting minutes.  

A single motion calling for a series of closed meetings may be adopted when such meetings will 
involve the same particular matters and are scheduled to be held within 3 months of the vote.  

No final Board action will be taken at a closed meeting.  

Reconvened or Rescheduled Meetings 

A meeting may be rescheduled or reconvened.  Public notice of a rescheduled or reconvened meeting 
shall be given in the same manner as that for a special meeting, except that no public notice is 
required when the original meeting is open to the public and:  (1) is to be reconvened within 24 hours, 
or (2) an announcement of the time and place of the reconvened meeting was made at the original 
meeting and there is no change in the agenda.  

Special Meetings 

Special meetings may be called by the President or by any 3 members of the Board by giving notice 
thereof, in writing, stating the time, place, and purpose of the meeting to remaining Board members 
by mail at least 48 hours before the meeting, or by personal service at least 24 hours before the 
meeting.  
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Public notice of a special meeting is given by posting a notice at the District’s main office at least 48 
hours before the meeting and by notifying the news media that have filed a written request for notice. 
A meeting agenda shall accompany the notice.  

No matters will be discussed, considered, or brought before the Board at any special meeting other 
than such matters as were included in the stated purpose of the meeting.  

Emergency Meetings 

Public notice of emergency meetings shall be given as soon as practical, but in any event, before the 
meeting to news media that have filed a written request for notice.  

Posting on the District Website  

In addition to the other notices specified in this policy, the Superintendent or designee shall post the 
following on the District website:  (1) the annual schedule of regular meetings, which shall remain 
posted until the Board approves a new schedule of regular meetings; (2) a public notice of all Board 
meetings; and (3) the agenda for each regular meeting which shall remain posted until the regular 
meeting is concluded. 

LEGAL REF.: 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq. 
105 ILCS 5/10-6 and 5/10-16. 

CROSS REF.: 2:210 (Organizational School Board Meetings), 2:220 (School Board Meeting 
Procedure), 2:230 (Public Participation at School Board Meetings and Petitions 
to the Board), 6:235 (Access to Electronic Networks) 

 

 

ADOPTED:  OCTOBER 19, 2009 
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School Board 

Board Policy Development  

The School Board governs using written policies.  Written policies ensure legal compliance, establish 
Board processes, articulate District ends, delegate authority, and define operating limits.  Board 
policies also provide the basis for monitoring progress toward District ends.  

Policy Development 

Anyone may propose new policies, changes to existing policies, or deletion of existing policies.  Staff 
suggestions should be processed through the Superintendent.  Suggestions from all others should be 
made to the Board President or the Superintendent. 

A Board Policy Committee will consider all policy suggestions and provide information and 
recommendations to the Board.  

The Superintendent is responsible for:  (1) providing relevant policy information and data to the 
Board, (2) notifying those who will implement or be affected by or required to implement a proposed 
policy and obtaining their advice and suggestions, and (3) having policy recommendations drafted 
into written form for Board deliberation.  The Superintendent shall seek the counsel of the Board 
Attorney when appropriate. 

Policy Adoption and Dissemination 

Policies or policy revisions will not be adopted at the Board meeting at which they are first 
introduced, except when:  (1) appropriate for a consent agenda because no Board discussion is 
required, or (2) necessary or prudent in order to meet emergency or special conditions or to be legally 
compliant.  Further Board consideration will be given at a subsequent meeting(s) and after 
opportunity for community input.  The adoption of a policy will serve to supersede all previously 
adopted policies on the same topic. 

The Board policies are available for public inspection in the District’s main office during regular 
office hours. Copy requests should be made pursuant to Board policy 2:250, Access to District Public 
Records. 

Board Policy Review and Monitoring 

The Board will periodically review its policies for relevancy, monitor its policies for effectiveness, 
and consider whether any modifications are required.  The Board may use an annual policy review 
and monitoring calendar.  

Superintendent Implementation 

The Board will support any reasonable interpretation of Board policy made by the Superintendent. If 
reasonable minds differ, the Board will review the applicable policy and consider the need for further 
clarification. 

In the absence of Board policy, the Superintendent is authorized to take appropriate action. 
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Suspension of Policies 

The Board, by a majority vote of members present at any meeting, may temporarily suspend a Board 
policy except those provisions that are controlled by law or contract.  The failure to suspend with a 
specific motion does not invalidate the Board action. 

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-20.5. 

CROSS REF.: 2:150 (Committees), 2:250 (Access to District Public Records), 3:40 
(Superintendent) 

ADOPTED: October 19, 2009 
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General School Administration 
 

 
Line and Staff Relations 
 
 
The Superintendent shall develop an organizational chart indicating the channels of 
authority and reporting relationships for school personnel.   These channels should 
be followed, and no level should be by‐passed except in unusual situations. 
 
All  personnel  should  refer  matters  requiring  administrative  action  to  the 
responsible  administrator,  and  may  appeal  a  decision  to  a  higher  administrative 
officer.      Whenever  possible,  each  employee  should  be  responsible  to  only  one 
immediate  supervisor.      Where  this  is  not  possible,  the  division  of  responsibility 
must be clear. 
 
No employee of the District, part‐time or full‐time, will be assigned to a position that 
is under  the direct supervision of an  immediate  family member.     For purposes of 
this policy, immediate family will be defined as mother, father, legal guardian, wife, 
husband, son, son‐in‐law, daughter, daughter‐in‐law, sister, brother, parents‐in‐law, 
sisters‐in‐law, and brothers‐in‐law. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CROSS REF.:    1:20  (District  Organization,  Operations,  and  Cooperative 

Agreements), 2:140 (Communications To and From the Board), 
3:70 (Succession of Authority), 8:110 (Public Suggestions and 
Complaints) 

 
 
 
 
ADOPTED:  October 19, 2009 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